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Dated 07 March 2013

We are all Chavez !
It is with great shock and sadness that, we, in the Socialist Party of Azania (SOPA), received the
news on Tuesday night of the demise of president, Hugo Chavez at the tender age of 58, after his
long battle against cancer.

Please accept and convey our deepest felt condolences to the peoples of Venezuela.

Replacing a symbol of Latin American socialism and one of most colourful, and controversial
figures, on the global political landscape will be an immense challenge.

I am sure that, by now, you have been receiving messages of condolence from around the globe,
from world leaders and ordinary people, and from both friends and foe alike. Notable, among
those that have been published is that of US president Barack Obama: He said: "At this
challenging time of President Hugo Chavez's passing, the United States reaffirms its support for
the Venezuelan people and its interest in developing a constructive relationship with the
Venezuelan government. As Venezuela begins a new chapter in its history, the US remains
committed to policies that promote democratic principles, the rule of law and respect for human
rights."

This in itself is indicative of the Imperialist attitude towards AI6 Presidente and the people of
Venezuela. The US has never been a friend of the masses. The attitude of the masses I working
class around world is that of inspiration for the resurgent Latin American left and the most
outspoken - and often humorous - critic of the US, the war in Iraq and George Bush, whom he
described as a "donkey" and a "devil".

The Imperialist attitude is also evident from the statement issued by Robert Menendez, chairman
of the US Senate foreign relations committee when he called for free and fair elections to replace
Chavez. "Hugo Chavez ruled Venezuela with an iron hand and his passing has left a political void
that we hope will be filled peacefully and through a constitutional and democratic process,
grounded in the Venezuelan constitution and adhering to the Inter-American Democratic Charter."

They cannot accept that, President Chavez and his party were given a mandate by the people of
Venezuela, in a democratic process, and have tried to carry out regime change in Venezuela,
which has the largest untapped oil reserves. He put his people first.

CONSOLIDATE THE GAINS * DEFEND THE WORKERS * BUILD SOCIALISM



He will be remembered in many ways: as a revolutionary for some and as an oppressor for others.

Hugo Chavez doctrine of "Bolivarian 21st-century socialism has inspired supporters and left wing
leaders from across the globe" and he will remain an inspiration for a long time to come

We urge the people of Venezuela to continue opposing imperialism

On an April 2007 edition of AI6 Presidente, the weekly television program of President Hugo
Chavez, he urged viewers to study "i.eon Trotsky's Transitional Program" and repeatedly waved it
around.

We to, urge the peoples of the world, to do so. We need more leaders of the calibre of Comrade
Hugo Chavez.

We stand by the people of Venezuelan in their hour of grief.

We should all be a Chavez!

Long Live the spirit of a son of the soil, long live Chavez.

"Chavez vive, la lucha sigue" - "Chavez lives, the battle continues."

With Warm Regards

Ashraf Jooma
Secretary General
Socialist Party of Azania (SOPA)
Cell: 072 393 2973


